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Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week  
The Pre Game Show 

 
On Sunday evening, July 25th, Diamond Sports Careers launched a new concept in sports 
career development, offering a series of education and professional development events 
based in New York, the heart of the "sports business capital of the world".  
 
42 students from across the U.S. participated in this inaugural, week long event, designed 
and developed to expand their understanding of this dynamic, growing, $400B industry. 
Over 50 speakers presented and shared their experiences, career tips and techniques, and 
lessons learned, from recognized industry authorities to òrising starsó.  
 

 
 

Ryan Ruocco 
ESPN 1050 Radio Personality 

Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Networking Event  
Mickey Mantle's Restaurant, Central Park, NYC 

Sunday, July 25th, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The Playbook 
 
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week students engaged in a week-long experiential 
learning program of seminars, workshops and networking events.      
 

 
Tina Jain, NYU Student 

During Tour of MLB Studios, Secaucus, New Jersey 
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week  

 
These highly interactive career development experiences were offered at many of the most 
famous sports venues in the world. Speakers ranged from executive presentations to panels 
featuring subject matter experts, as students engaged in lively discussions about current 
sports business trends and developments. Industry leaders provided in-depth insight into 
their day to day responsibilities, career opportunities in todayõs competitive job market, and 
career planning tips and techniques on developing a career path to success in a competitive, 
dynamic, and growing industry.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Presentations 
 

 òHow to Establish Your Sports Career Baselineó  

 Human Resource Perspective: Cutting Through the Clutter 

 Sports Marketing and PR 

 Sponsorship and Sales 

 Digital Media  

 Sports Media and Journalism 

 Entrepreneurship 

 Facility Management and Security 

 Sports Agency and Law 

 Community Relations 

 Operations  

 "Diamond Sports Perfect PitchÊ  Career Development Seminar 
   

 

 
Rick Cerrone, Media Consultant, with Chris LaPlaca, ESPN  

and Art Berke, Diamond Sports Managing Partner 



 
     Tony Pettiti, MLB Network President 

     at MLB Studios 

 
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Speakers (partial list)  
 

Ryan Ruocco, ESPN 1050 Radio Personality 

Andrew Gould, NYC & Co, SVP Marketing 

Ross Greenburg, President, HBO Sports 

Brian Crowell, NBC Sports Media Personality, Golf Professional 

Bobby Barad, Sports Agent and Entrepreneur 

Chris LaPlaca, SVP Communications, ESPN 

Rick Cerrone, Sports Media Consultant, former NY Yankees PR Director 

Erica Pergament, Pepsi Sports Marketing 

Karin Buchholz, VP Community Relations, Madison Square Garden 

Lisa Mustillo, Director of Human Resources, Madison Square Garden 

Bernie Tolbert, SVP Security, National Basketball Association 

David Gavant, EVP, MLB Productions  

Tony Pettiti, President, MLB Network 

Steve Urbanowycz, GM, Red Bull Arena 

David Kaplan, Director, Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center 

Van Adams, President NYC Chapter, Women in Sports and Events (WISE) 

David Newman, SVP Marketing and Communications, NY Mets 

Chris Carlin, SNY and Rutgers University Sports Media Personality 

Doug Perlman, President, Sports Media Advisors 

Bill Squadron, President, Bloomberg Sports  

Lonn Trost, Chief Operating Officer, New York Yankees 

Betsy Peluso, Director of Human Resources, New York Yankees 
 
 
 



 
 
The Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Program featured seminars and 
networking events at many of the most famous, world-renowned facilities 

 Mickey Mantleõs Restaurant on Central Park 

 Chelsea Piers 

 Madison Square Garden 

 Red Bull Arena 

 MLB Studios 

 Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center 

 Citi Field 

 Yankee Stadium 
 

 
       
         Madison Square Garden                            MLB Studios 

 

 
                       
                 Red Bull Arena                                                     Yankee Stadium   



 
 

Sunday July 25th Welcome Reception and Networking Event 
Mickey Mantleõs Restaurant, Central Park South, NYC 

 

 

 



 
 

  
Andrew Gould, NYC & Company, SVP Marketing 

With BOSS School of Sports Director Rachel Robins and Students 
 

 
 

 
 

Art Berke, Walter Recher, Dave Torromeo 
Diamond Sports Careers 

Opening Presentation on Sports Career Development 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Wayne McDonnell, Professor, NYU Sport Business Management 
Matt Slatus, Director Sales, Brooklyn Cyclones 

Krista Heritage, Technical Coordinator, MLB Advanced Media 
Keith Wan, Director Sports Athlete Marketing, Leverage Agency 

Robert Hofmann, Manager Partner Marketing, NY Islanders    
 

 
 

          Keynote Speaker Ross Greenburg, President, HBO Sports 
 



 
 

Chelsea Piers, Ryder Cup Room 
 

 
 
                    Erica Schietinger     Tee Off Your Career 
        VP Corporate Communications          Brian Crowell, NBC Golf Analyst 
                       Chelsea Piers                   Golf Professional 

 
 

 
 

College Education Financial Planning 
Dr. Ron Berry 

Barnum Financial/Met Life  

 
 
 



 
 

Networking Event at Chelsea Piers Sports Center 
 

 
   

Big Apple Students Take Time to Tee Off 
with PGA Golf Pro Brian Crowell 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Fordham University Lincoln Center Campus 
Sports Law and Agency Seminar 

 

 
 

Sports Law and Agency Panelists Matthew Pace, Counsel, Herrick, Feinstein LLP 
Bobby Barad, Sports Agent and Entrepreneur; Art Weiss, Sports Agent, NFL and 

Steve Olenick, Sports Law Associate, Davis and Gilbert, LLP 
 

Sports Media 101 Panel 
 

 
 

John Fortunato, Professor Sports Media, Fordham University 
Chris LaPlaca, SVP Corporate Communications, ESPN 

Rick Cerrone, Media Consultant; former Director PR, NY Yankees 
Barry Wilner, AP Sportswriter, Author 



 
Fordham Lincoln Center Campus 
Global Sports Marketing Seminar 

 

 
Erica Pergament, Sr. Manager, Pepsi Cola North America 

 

 
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Students  



 
 

Madison Square Garden 
Sports Career Seminars on Community Relations, Facility and Event Management, 

and Human Resource Perspectives 
 

 
 

Karin Buchholz, VP Community Relations 
Madison Square Garden 

 
 

 
 
  Sports Facility and Security Management     Diamond Sports Big Apple Students 
Kevin Hallinan, Frm SVP MLB, Bernie Tolbert               outside òworldõs most famous arenaó   
SVP Security NBA, Milt  Ahlerich VP Security NFL  



 
 

Fordham University Rose Hill Campus 
WFUV Sports Studio Tour and Talk  

 
Diamond Sports students attended a tour of WFUV Radio, on the campus of Fordham 
University. WFUV served as a launching pad for major national and New York area 
broadcasting careers, from the legendary òdean of sports broadcastingó Vin Scully to Mike 
Breen, NBC Sports Anchor for the NBA,  Michael Kay, ESPN Radio, YES Network and 
host of CenterStage, and ESPN Radio Personality Ryan Ruocco, who appeared as a 
featured Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week speaker.   

 

 
 

WFUV Sports Executive Producer Bob Ahrens 
Demonstrating State of the Art Broadcast Studio for  
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Students 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MLB Network Studios Tour and Presentations 
 
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week students attended a tour of one of the newest, 
most state of the art facilities in all of sports, at MLB Studios in Secaucus, NJ. Guest 
speakers included MLB Network President Tony Pettiti and EVP MLB Productions David 
Gavant.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Red Bull Arena  
Tour, Luncheon and Presentations 

 

 
 

Steven Urbanowycz, GM, Red Bull Arena, talks with Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week 
students about managing one of the worldõs newest state of the art soccer facilities 

 
 

 
 

Christina Prado, Director New Business Development, speaks with  
Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week students 



 
Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center 

Tour and Presentations 
 

 
 

Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Students  
Tour Newly Renovated Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center 

 

 
 

Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center Director Dave Kaplan,  
speaking with student about careers in a not for profit organization   

 
 
 
 



 
 

Sports Entrepreneurship 101: SmallBall Marketing 
 

 
 

Walter Recher, Diamond Sports Managing Partner 
Professor Sports Entrepreneurship, Manhattanville College 

Sport Business Management Program  
Presentation on Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Sports 

   

 
 

Van Adams, Van Adams Sports 
President, Women in Sports and Events, NYC Chapter 

Speaking with Diamond Sports Big Apple Career Week Student 
 

 


